
“Come now you rich people, weep and
wail for the miseries that are coming to
you. Your riches have rotted and your
clothes are motheaten. Your gold and
silver have rusted and their rust will be
evidence against you and it will eat
your flesh like fire. You have laid up
treasure for the last days. Listen! The
wages of the labourers who
mowed your fields, which you kept
back by fraud, cry out and the cries
of the harvesters have reached the
ears of the Lord of hosts. You have
lived on the earth in luxury and in
pleasure; you have fattened your
hearts on a day of slaughter. You
have condemned and murdered the
righteous one, one who does not
resist you.

James 5: 1-6

Fair Trade 
is a 

Christian Issue
“Love the Lord your God with all
your heart, mind, soul and
strength and love your neighbour
as you love yourself”.

It is puzzling that many Christians
will give generously to appeals
where the poor are helped but
continue to resist using Fair
Trade tea and coffee because it
may be a little more expensive.

Praying for God’s Kingdom to come
and God’s will to be done on earth
as it is in heaven is seeking the very
best for all people on this  earth as
well as caring for the earth itself.

A Message for Us...

We would not allow our young people
to be poorly paid or shabbily treated in
their after school or weekend jobs.
Why do we accept shocking conditions
for workers in overseas countries? For
cheaper prices?

Learn more about 
Fair Trade in Australia

Fairtrade is a product
certification label. A business
can use it on products which
have been certified as
meeting international 

Fairtrade standards set by Fairtrade
labelling Organisations Intl. In Australia
common  Fairtrade products include
coffee, tea, chocolate, cotton, sports balls
and ice cream. Visit fairtradeanz.org

The World Fair Trade
Organisation (WFTO) is a
global body of producers
and traders committed to
100% Fair Trade. 

The WFTO certification system is robust
and guarantees the compliance of
members  with all 10 WFTO Fair Trade
Principles Visit wfto.com

Fair Traders of Ausutralia
are  endorsed by the Fair
Trade Association of
Australia and New
Zealand.

They sell all kinds of Fair Trade
products from artisan made jewellery,
homewares, bags, fashion and toys to
dish brushes! Visit fta.org.au



“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of
his glory. All the nations will be gathered before
him, and he will separate people one from another
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats,
and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the
goats at the left. “Come you that are blessed by my
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world, for I was hungry and
you gave me food. I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me
clothing. I was sick and you took care of me, I was in
prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous shall
answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? And when was it that we saw
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and
gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you
sick or in prison and visited you?” And the king will
answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to
one of the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.” Then he will say to those at
his left hand, “You that are the accursed, depart
from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil
and his angels, for I was hungry and you gave me no
food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to
drink, I was a stranger and you you did not welcome
me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick
and in prison and you did not visit me. “ Then they
will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry’ and or thirsty, or a stranger or naked or sick
or in prison, and we did not take care of you?” Then
he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do
it to me.” And these will go away into eternal
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.

Wise words...
“If we are in relationship with God
and if we are living under his
kingdom, we will seek justice for all
those around us. Social justice isn’t
a new gospel; rather, it flows
directly from the gospel of
forgiveness and the new life of
Christ. Seeking justice in society
has gone hand in hand with past
revivals; great leaders in the history
of the church have understood the
relationship between the gospel
and justice. Seeking justice and
true social concern aren’t options;
they are the marks of true
discipleship.”

This leaflet has been produced by
the Rev. John Martin, a volunteer
with the Fair Trade Association,
with the specific role of
promoting Fair Trade in
Churches.
Contact John on revj@aapt.net.au

Serious words 
from Jesus... What Can I Do?

The Fair Trade Association  is the peak
body driving the growth of the Fair Trade
movement in Australia. It is a member
driven not for profit organisation which
increases awareness, 
understanding and support 
of Fair Trade and links 
marginalised producers 
from around the globe with 
Fair Trade markets here.
Visit fta.org.au

SWITCH to using Fair Trade products
LOOK for Fair Trade tea, coffee and
chocolate in the supermarket. Purchasing
these products encourages the
management to continue stocking Fair
Trade products.
LOOK FOR Fair Trade items when buying
clothing, or gifts for other people.
RESEARCH Fair Trade but also other
ethical products.

You can find Fair Trade products here:
https://fta.org.au/find-fair-traders-of-australia/
or look at www.shopethical.org.au or
www.behindthebarcode.org.au

Encourage your church to become a Fair
Trade Faith Group. Contact
info@fta.org.au for more information.
Or, become a Friend of Fair Trade as an
individual.

quoted by John Mumford in “Justice:
Our responsibility.”  Vineyard
Churches website)

John Wimber 
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